
1

Simba M inistries 
2017SPONSORSHIP  

Currently, there are 200 children in Simba's sponsorship 
program and a new year means more kids who are ready for 
school and seeking sponsors. While an intimate relationship 
through prayer, pictures and letters is the ministry's main 
focus, sponsoring a child at St. Jacobs also covers the cost of 
education, meals, general fees and oftentimes boarding 
expenses. There have been 40 sponsors who have met the 
children they support face to face, the same way that we want 
to meet Jesus face to face. The intimacy that Simba promotes 
through the sponsorship program makes this possible. There 
will be 35 children entered into the sponsorship program in 
2018 and it is the ministry's prayer that if you feel called to 
sponsor a child, that you will pray over the  children and their 
families and answer the Lord's call. Building relationships with 
the child and his or family while making that family a part of 
your daily thoughts and life, is an indescribable, life- changing 
commitment. Children are the future educators, leaders and 
caretakers of our world and the ability to go to school is the 
foundation for their futures. Blessing a child and family 
through the sponsorship program means not only serving one 
another as Jesus did, but it is providing an opportunity through 
love, support and the gospel that simply cannot be repaid. If 
this calling is placed on your heart, be looking for updates 
from the Simba website or Facebook page about the upcoming 
sponsorship needs. TESTIMONY ... NICOLE SCHMIDT

Both of my trips to Kenya have been life- changing, to say the least. I 
can't describe the way your heart is filled or how your soul burns 
when you just "say yes" and leave the rest in H is hands. The Lord  

works most in your life when you're obedient and willing to let H im 
guide you to people and places that He specifically designed for you. 
It's hard to put it into words. What the Lord has done through Simba 
M inistries and the people involved is incredible;  I feel so humbled to 

be part of it -  and you can too. It's about saying yes to God. To 
willingly leave your comfortable life (maybe just for a little while), and 
choose to surrender your plans and appointments to H im, so he can 

replace them with H is. It's not about us. It's about furthering and 
glorifying H is kingdom. It's about obedience, sacrifice and blind faith. 

The Lord puts dreams in our hearts, we just have to trsut H im and  
say yes. 
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A sport missionary team traveled 
to Kenya in M ay. The group 
primarily spent their time at St. 
Jacbos and did various activities 
with the staff and students.  
Additionally, a couple members 
of the group were able to do 
their homes visits. A home visit 
includes a small ceremony where 
the sponsor washes the feet of 
the child and his or her family 
while John 13 is read aloud, as a 
reminder of what Jesus did for 
his disciples, the example He set, 
and his teaching that we should 
do for others what he has done 
for us.  There is also an        
opportunity to pray over the 
family and ultimately spend time 
with and cultivate a relationship 

with them. The team also led a 
sports camp throughout each 
day with the kids at St. Jacbos. 
From early in the morning until 
4pm, the team spent 1 hour with 
each grade and facilitated a small 
practice or competition, rotating 
between soccer, volleyball and 
basketball. The kids had so 
much fun and truly showed  
improvements by the end of the 
trip. In the evenings, class 7 and 
8 were split into small groups of 
boys and girls. The team  divided 
as leaders of the groups and 
acted as discussion   facilitators. 
The kids had an   opportunity to 
ask some deep,  difficult    
questions. The types of questions 
that might catch parents off 

guard and that teachers might 
giggle over in the teacher's 
lounge. The mission team was 
able to use scripture to discuss 
these thoughts with the kids and 
stimulate spiritual growth with 
the help of the Holy Spirit. One 
team member explained, "They 
were so hungry and passionate 
to learn about Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit. It also surfaced the 
reality of their fears such as 
paying fees or their home      
situation ... real fears that they 
have. It gave the team a chance 
to pray for them and truly build 
relationships with them, allowing 
them to grow spiritually,       
empower them and leave a  
lasting impact." 

Sports Mission 
Trip 

simbaministries.com
simbaministry@gmail.com
houseofzionblog.wordpress.com
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PRAISES AND COMPLETED PROJECTS 
- The land where the House of Z ion 

will be built has been paid for and   
purchased. The land was prayed over 
by the Sport M ission group and was 
funded less than a month later. It is 
beautiful and  close to St. Jacobs 

- Tessa plans to travel back to Kenya in 
M arch with a goal of forming the 
House of Z ion team. She has been 
obediently praying about the parental 
figures, director/ leader, cook, and 
councilors that will overlook the 
house.

- M eschek and Isaac transitioned from 
the rescue center to St. Jacobs in M ay 
and Rendy (class 6) followed in   
September. All 3 are adjusting well 
and doing great!

- New bedding for the girls dorm was 
purchased 

- New bathrooms have been completed 
for the boys dormitory

- The director of the school has been 
growing food in her new greenhouses 
and raising livestock on her land, 
providing vegetables, fruits and milk 
to the children at St. Jacobs 

- New uniforms were purchased for 
children in need at the school

- There has been various experiments 
and investments in new stewardship 
ideas.  A sewing machine business has 
been initiated and missionaries will be 
traveling to Kenya to teach locals how 
to sew with machines

- Prayers are requested for the        
November vocational bible study 
missionary, the January medical team 
and future teams traveling

- A total of 7 new teacher's quarters 
have been built for teachers to reside 
while at St. Jacobs

simbaministries.com
simbaministry@gmail.com
houseofzionblog.wordpress.com

7 new t eacher 's quar t ers

Direct or  of  t he 
school in her  
garden

New boy 's bat hroom s
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2018 NEEDS - Sponsors for 35 new children 
- New early childhood development classrooms  

(cost -  approximately $32,000)
- Building more dorms for the children. It is our 

prayer to continue entering kids into the sponsor-
ship program, but space is limited as some of the 
boys bunk beds are already staked 3 high. 

- The House of Z ion land has been purchased (yay!) 
but the project is still in need of financial support 
to progress 

- The ministry is interested in purchasing more farm 
land. We have recently shipped a tractor with a 
bucket loader, a baler, sickle and rake to Kenya 
and are    excited about advancing agriculture  
development. M ore land would mean more soil for 
crops, more room for cows and more food and 
milk for the kids. 

- Prayers for the January team traveling, long term 
missionaries and future teams going to Kenya. 

This past M ay, I had the opportunity to do a home-
visit with my sponsor child, M ercy Chepchirchir, and 
her family. Home visits are incredible because you really 
get to see where your sponsor child comes from and it 
helps you to understand their story on a deeper level. 
M ercy and I had a strong connection from the moment 
we first met. It was as if I was reunited with my long-
lost little sister. I knew the moment I saw her that I 
loved her and God had carefully chosen us to be      
together. The best part was, all of that emotion and 
connection was carried over and amplified at the home 
visit. M eeting her family felt like I was meeting more of 
my own family. It?s a very complex feeling, when you 
think about it. How can one person meet up with 
complete strangers from an entirely different country, 
who can only communicate through a translator, and 
yet feel safe. Feel love. Feel Christ. At the home visits, 
the sponsor goes around and washes the feet of each of 
the family member, such as Jesus did for the disciples. 
Hearing about it, I first thought ?oh, that?ll be cool? and 
didn?t think much of it. But when the time came, it was 
an overwhelmingly powerful act. That?s when it really 
hit me that I was sent by God to to serve them. Yes, I 
am helping M ercy?s family to keep her in school, but it?s 
what we were going to accomplish together, through 
Christ, that is most important. I could not be more ex-
cited to be alongside this family for M ercy?s journey 
with Christ as she grows up. The icing on the cake was 

being able to meet M ercy?s older brother, Kelvin. We 
knew beforehand that Kelvin wasn?t currently in school, 
but after talking with Chase, we asked him if he would 
want to attend school with M ercy. Without hesitation 
he said, ?Yes, yes I want to go to school?. Tears welled 
up in my eyes, and I told him my older brother wanted 
to sponsor him. Now both M ercy and Kelvin will be 
attending St. Jacobs together, with my other brother and 
I sponsoring them. It?s like two families have been  
converged as one. As we are all God?s Children, I     
believe we are exactly where we are meant to be, 
together.

simbaministries.com
simbaministry@gmail.com
houseofzionblog.wordpress.com

MEETING MERCY ... Savanah Uveges


